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Aegean Interdisciplinary Studies

AEGIS

The Bronze Age (ca. 3000-1200 BCE) of the 
Mediterranean was a fascinating phase in our 
human history, the first time that distant social 
groups became interconnected and a period 
of which the repercussions continue to be lived 
even today. The AEGIS (Aegean Interdisciplinary 
Studies) series is published by the homonymous 
research group at the UCLouvain and focuses on 
the different civilisations that thrived during the 
Bronze Age in the Mediterranean, and especially on 
that of the Minoan culture on the island of Crete. 
This collection aims at making the results of new 
archaeological research available to a scientific and 
wider public at a rapid pace. Monographs, PhD 
dissertations, proceedings of scientific meetings 
and excavation reports complete each other to 
capture the vibrancy of the civilisations – Minoan, 

Mycenaean, Cycladic and Cypriot – that flourished 
in the region. AEGIS both presents primary data 
of material culture in all its facets and offers 
critical reflections on these data, underlining their 
relevance for the reconstruction of the societies 
that stood at the cradle of the Ancient World.
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During 2007 and 2008, the Belgian School at Athens undertook its first ever 
excavation on Crete, at the Minoan site of Sissi on the north coast of the 
island. Located at a few kilometres from the palatial site of Malia, the Sissi 
settlement presents a unique test case to examine the relationship between 
a palace site and its hinterland during the Bronze Age (2600-1250 BC). This 
volume gives some preliminary results of the two first excavation campaigns 
as well as an introduction on earlier explorations at Sissi, a report on the 
topography and some of the techniques used during the work. There is also 
a report on the Late Minoan pottery.

ISBN 978-2-87463-164-1 
192 p. 

39 euros  
PDF : 19 euros 

ePub : 14,99 euros

J. Driessen et al.
(eds)

EXCAVATIONS AT SISSI 

Preliminary Report on the 2007-2008 Campaigns  

ISBN 978-2-87463-164-1 
192 p. 

39 euros  
PDF : 19 euros 

ePub : 14,99 euros

01

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100711480
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100711480
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Âge d’or de la civilisation minoenne, la période néopalatiale (1600-1425 avant 
notre ère) révéla un paysage architectural foisonnant et complexe. Bien que 
cette architecture fut largement étudiée et commentée, à ce jour, elle reste 
l’objet de bon nombre d’interrogations et souffre de l’absence d’approches 
réellement systématiques et exhaustives. En se basant sur les principes de la 
théorie de la syntaxe spatiale et en les étoffant de méthodologies auxiliaires, 
cet ouvrage se propose d’analyser le bâti néopalatial sous ses formes les 
plus diverses. Ce faisant, il vise également à une meilleure compréhension du 
fonctionnement de la société minoenne au début de l’âge du Bronze Récent.

DU PHÉNOTYPE AU GÉNOTYPE

Analyse de la syntaxe spatiale en architecture minoenne
 (MMIIIB – MRIB)

ISBN 978-2-87463-181-8 
524 p. + CD-Rom d’illustrations
36 euros 
PDF : 18 euros

Q. Letesson
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Les 250 ans d’histoire de la société crétoise couverts par cet ouvrage 
représentent une période encore fortement débattue. Une domination 
culturelle et politique de la civilisation mycénienne sur la population crétoise 
s’est souvent érigée en modèle interprétatif dominant. En se basant sur une 
description analytique détaillée des données archéologiques disponibles, 
l’approche contextuelle proposée dans cet ouvrage vise à une meilleure 
compréhension de la diversité des identités, des interactions et des horizons 
socio-culturels qui caractérisaient les communautés crétoises à un stade 
avancé de l’Âge du Bronze. À travers le prisme des différentes régions et dans 
une perspective diachronique, on souhaite illustrer que cette société ne peut 
désormais plus être envisagée sous l’angle d’un isomorphisme culturel ou de 
la simple opposition entre « minoen » et « mycénien ».

PERIFEREIA

Étude régionale de la Crète aux Minoen Récent II-IIIB
(1450-1200 av. J.-C.)
1. La Crète centrale et occidentale

ISBN 978-2-87463-200-6  
334 p. + CD-Rom d’annexes 

34 euros  
PDF : 17 euros 

C. Langohr

03

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100136250
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100136250
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Since 2007, the Belgian School at Athens has undertaken excavations 
on the Kefali or Buffo hill, east of the village of Sissi, on the north coast of 
Crete where a Minoan site was occupied approximately between 2500 and 
1200 BC. This volume is the follow-up of an earlier one on the 2007-2008 
excavations (published as Aegis 1) and presents a preliminary report on the 
excavations carried out in 2009 and 2010. It concentrates on the different 
zones examined within the cemetery and settlement. There are also reports 
on the Late Minoan pottery, site conservation and environmental analysis as 
well as a paper on the use of GIS at Sissi.

EXCAVATIONS AT SISSI II

Preliminary Report on the 2009-2010 Campaigns 

ISBN 978-2-87558-273-0  
228 p. 
50 euros 
PDF : 30 euros

J. Driessen et al. 
(eds)

04

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100376540
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What is the social role of images and architecture in a pre-modern society? How 
were they used to create adequate environments for specific profane and ritual 
activities? In which ways did they interact with each other? These issues were 
the subject of a workshop in 2009 at the University of Heidelberg. The papers 
presented in the workshop provide different approaches to this complex topic 
and are aimed at a better understanding of the formation, role, and perception 
of images and architecture in a very dynamic social landscape.
The Cretan Neopalatial period saw a rapid increase in the number of palaces 
and ‘villas’, characterized by elaborate designs and idiosyncratic architectural 
patterns which were themselves in turn generated by a pressing desire for a 
distinctive social and performative environment. At the same time, a new form of 
imagery made its appearance in a broad spectrum of objects and spaces which 
were ‘decorated’ with meaningful motifs chosen from a restricted and repetitive 
pictorial repertoire. This standardized repertoire indicates the configuration of a 
coherent pictorial program, which was implemented in several social situations. 

MINOAN REALITIES

Approaches to Images, Architecture, and Society 
in the Aegean Bronze Age

ISBN 978-2-87558-100-6 
188 p. 

39 euros  
PDF : 25 euros 

D. Panagiotopoulos 
U. Günkel-Maschek 

(eds)
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Between 2007 and 2011, the Belgian School at Athens undertook excavations 
on the Kefali or Buff o hill, east of the village of Sissi, on the north coast of Crete, 
only a few kilometres east of Malia. The project has revealed the remains 
of a settlement and cemetery, used during different phases of the Bronze 
Age (2500-1200 B.C.). This volume details the results of the 2011 campaign, 
the last in our first 5-year programme. The work in the different zones is 
described and reports on Late Minoan pottery, petrographic analysis, shells 
and ground stone tools are attached.

EXCAVATIONS AT SISSI III

Preliminary Report on the 2011 Campaign

ISBN 978-2-87558-106-8  
224 p. 
50 euros 
PDF : 30 euros

J. Driessen et al. 
(eds)

06

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100890500
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100890500
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This volume brings together a series of papers reflecting a number of lectures 
given at the Université catholique de Louvain (UCL) in 2010-2012 in the frame 
of a seminar entitled La naissance des cités crétoises. Eight Cretan sites 
(Axos, Phaistos, Prinias, Karphi, Dreros, Azoria, Praisos, and Itanos), recently 
excavated or re-excavated, are considered in their regional and historical 
context in order to explore the origin and early development of the Greek 
city-state on the island.

CRETAN CITIES

Formation and Transformation

ISBN 978-2-87558-328-4 
182 p. 

40 euros  
PDF : 26 euros 

F. Gaignerot-Driessen 
J. Driessen

(eds)
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https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100510850
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More than 100 years ago, Sir Arthur Evans’ spade made the first cut into the earth 
above the now well-known Palace at Knossos. His research at the Kephala hill as 
well as contemporary fieldwork at further sites on Crete saw the birth of a new 
discipline: Minoan Archaeology. Since these beginnings in the first decades of the 
20th century, the investigation of Bronze Age Crete has experienced fundamental 
progress. The impressive wealth of new data relating to the sites and material culture 
of this Bronze Age society and its impact beyond the island’s shores, the refinement 
of its chronology, the constant development of hermeneutical approaches to 
social, religious or political issues, and new methods and instruments employed 
for the exploration and conservation of the archaeological remains have shaped 
the dynamic trajectory of this discipline for more than a century.
In March 2011 – exactly 111 years after the beginning of Evans’ work at Knossos 
– a conference on Minoan Archaeology took place at Heidelberg with the aim to 
outline current trends and prospects of this scientific field, by setting up an open 
dialogue between renowned scholars and the young generation of researchers.

MINOAN ARCHAEOLOGY

Perspectives for the 21st Century

ISBN 978-2-87558-394-9 
402 p. 
30 euros 
PDF : 20 euros

S. Cappel
U. Günkel-Maschek
D. Panagiotopoulos 

(eds)

08

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100264630
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100264630
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How does intentionally inflicting damage to material objects mediate the 
human experience in the prehistoric eastern Mediterranean? For all of the 
diversity in cultural practice in the civilisations of the Greek mainland and 
Aegean islands, Crete, Cyprus and the eastern coast of Italy between 4000-
750 BC, archaeologists consider the custom of ritually killing objects as 
a normative, if inconsistent practice. Yet as artefacts that are alike only in 
that they have been disarticulated, intentionally destroyed objects defy easy 
characterization. Such pieces frequently stand outside of clearly defined 
patterns. This volume is an initial step in addressing a gap in the scholarship 
by aiming to deconstruct and contextualize the practice of intentional 
fragmentation. The case studies in this volume present a diverse range of 
evidence, including pottery, lithics, metals, jewellery, figurines, buildings and 
human remains, in an exploration of the wide spectrum of meanings behind 
material destruction.

THRAVSMA

Contextualising the Intentional Destruction of Objects
in the Bronze Age Aegean and Cyprus

ISBN 978-2-87558-392-5 
196 p. 

37 euros  
PDF : 24,50 euros 

K. Harrell 
J. Driessen 

(eds)

09

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100929360
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This volume, in honour of one of the Odysseuses in Aegean archaeology, 
Professor Robert Laffineur, comprises a combination of papers presented 
during a seminar series on recent developments in Mycenaean archaeology 
at the Université de Louvain during the academic year 2015-2016. These were 
organised within the frame of the ARC13/18-049 (concerted research action) 
‘A World in Crisis?’ To these are added a series of papers by friends of Robert 
Laffineur who were keen to offer a contribution to honour him foremost 
as a friend and scholar in his own right but also as editor of a respected 
international series founded by him – Aegaeum – and as the driving force 
and inspiration behind the biannual Aegean meetings that have travelled the 
world. Several papers within touch scientific domains close to Robert’s heart 
while others present new excavations or new interpretations of known data.

RA-PI-NE-U

Studies on the Mycenaean World offered to 
Robert Laffineur for his 70th Birthday

ISBN 978-2-87558-512-7  
398 p. 
55 euros 
PDF : 36,50 euros

J. Driessen
(ed.)

10

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100595950
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100595950
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This volume comprises the proceedings of a workshop with the same title, 
which took place in October 2015. It was organised within the frame of the 
ARC13/18-049 (concerted research action) ‘A World in Crisis?’. It has both a 
large chronological scope – from the Late Palaeolithic to the 12th c. AD – 
and wide geographical coverage, with case studies from the Maya, Southern 
US, Aegean, Sri Lanka, Indus, Gaul, Southern Levant, Anatolia, Egypt, North-
western Europe, Alaska and Mesopotamia. It discusses and critically analyses 
the variety of signatures and archaeological correlates of crisis conditions 
that led to social breakdown. As such, it makes massive strides forward to a 
better theoretical understanding of crisis-induced collapse.

CRISIS TO COLLAPSE

The Archaeology of Social Breakdown

ISBN 978-2-87558-526-4  
314 p. 

39,50 euros  
PDF : 26 euros 

T. Cunningham
J. Driessen 

(eds)

11

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100293170
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Covering approximately the century between 1300 and 1200 BC, the Late Minoan 
IIIB phase remains a blurred episode of Minoan civilisation. Archaeological data 
present a contradictory picture: on the one hand, they suggest a time of prosperity, 
with favourable conditions of subsistence and growth; on the other hand, there are 
signs of trouble illustrated by a series of abandonments of century-old occupied 
settlements. Did these processes take place simultaneously, in succession or were 
they punctual? Can we make sense of the various Late Minoan IIIB developments 
from a chronological perspective? How can a region-by-region analysis inform us 
about the various island communities and their histories during the 13th century BC? 
It was our intention to bring together a number of ceramic experts in charge of 
the study of Late Minoan IIIB pottery deposits in a selection of Cretan sites. We 
wanted them to discuss, confront and contextualise their respective assemblages. 
The gathering was successful in many ways and not in the least because not only 
we managed to progress on a variety of thorny issues but it was also a real treat to 
assist in the thrilling exchanges between the inspiring personalities who compose 
the ‘family’ of Minoan (and Mycenaean) pottery specialists.

HOW LONG IS A CENTURY?

Late Minoan IIIB Pottery Relative Chronology and 
Regional Differences

ISBN 978-2-87558-636-0  
414 p. 
51 euros 
PDF : 34 euros

C. Langohr 
(ed.)

12

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100696210
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100696210
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Following a first 5-year programme between 2007 and 2011 and three earlier 
preliminary reports published as Aegis 1, 4 and 6, the Belgian School at Athens 
returned to Sissi in 2015. This volume describes the results of the 2015 and 
2016 campaigns, in part concentrating on the remains of a large, Neopalatial 
monumental complex with Central Court, which was initially recognised in 
2011. There are also reports on the continuing exploration of the Cemetery 
and on tests conducted around/in the immediate vicinity of Postpalatial 
Building CD. In addition, chapters dealing with the geophysical exploration 
and geomorphology of the hill and region are presented, as is a presentation 
on how architectural remains are recorded. Preliminary studies of ceramic 
assemblages of the Prepalatial and Neopalatial periods are also included.

EXCAVATIONS AT SISSI IV

Preliminary Report on the 2015-2016 Campaigns

ISBN 978-2-87558-672-8  
354 p. 

59 euros  
PDF : 39 euros 

J. Driessen et al. 
(eds)

13

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100097090
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100097090
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This volume comprises the proceedings of an international workshop that 
took place at the UCLouvain in Belgium on the 8th and 9th of December 
2016. This workshop addressed the topic of collective burial practices, 
focusing on two main questions: «Who are the deceased buried together 
in collective tombs?» and “Why are these deceased buried collectively?” 
Archaeologists, ethnologists and ethnoarchaeologists were thus invited to 
discuss the identity of the deceased deposited in collective burial places, as 
well as the ideological and social motivations for gathering the dead in the 
same tomb over several generations. The chapters in the volume examine 
case studies ranging from contemporary Madagascar and Austronesia to 
the Prehistoric Mediterranean and Dynastic Europe. They also reinitiate 
discussions regarding the potential of archaeological and anthropobiological 
datasets to approach social organization among past populations.

GATHERED IN DEATH

Archaeological and Ethnological Perspectives on 
Collective Burial and Social Organisation

ISBN 978-2-87558-699-5 
214 p. 
28 euros 
PDF : 18,50 euros

A. Schmitt
S. Déderix

I. Crevecoeur (eds)

14

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100535290
https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100535290
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This collection of papers explores whether a meaningful distinction can 
be made in the archaeological record between migrations in general and 
conflict-induced migration in particular and whether the concept of conflict-
induced migration is at all relevant to understand the major societal collapse 
of Bronze Age societies in the Eastern Mediterranean in the late 13th c. 
BCE. Helped by modern perspectives on actual and recent cases of conflict-
induced migration and by textual evidence on ancient events, the different 
areas of the Mediterranean affected by the Late Bronze Age events are 
explored.

AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF FORCED MIGRATION

Crisis-induced mobility and the Collapse of the 
13th c. BCE Eastern Mediterranean

ISBN 978-2-87558-734-3 
314 p. 

36,50 euros  
PDF : 24,50 euros 

J. Driessen 
(ed.)

15

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100737450
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This volume comprises the proceedings of a workshop with the same title, 
which took place in February 2016 at UCLouvain (Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium). 
It was organised within the framework of the ARC13/18-049 (concerted 
research action) «A World in Crisis?». This workshop questioned the reliability 
of pottery as crisis indicator within the archaeological data set. More 
particularly, following the perspective of archaeological and anthropological 
research that assesses pottery technology as a social product, there is an 
interest in addressing the social and cultural aspects of technological change 
in pottery production in the specific context of crisis and period of trouble. The 
main goal of our examination was to detect whether and how technological 
choices or changes observed in the archaeological ceramic record may reflect 
periods of transition, disruption, crisis or change pertaining to social, political, 
economic and environmental conditions. 

TECHNOLOGY IN CRISIS

Technological changes in ceramic production 
during periods of trouble 

ISBN 978-2-87558-749-7  
238 p. 
29 euros 
PDF : 19 euros

I. Caloi 
C. Langohr 

(eds)

16
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This volume focusses on ashlar masonry, probably the most elaborate 
construction technique of the Eastern Mediterranean Bronze Age, from a 
cross-regional perspective. The building practices and the uses of cutstone 
components and masonries in Egypt, Syria, the Aegean, Anatolia, Cyprus and 
the Levant in the 3rd and 2nd millennium BC are examined through a series of 
case studies and topical essays. The topics addressed include the terminology 
of ashlar building components and the typologies of its masonries, technical 
studies on the procurement, dressing, tool kits and construction techniques 
pertaining to cut stone, investigations into the place of ashlar in inter-regional 
exchanges and craft dissemination, the extent and significance of the use of 
cut stone within the communities and regions, and the visual effects, social 
meanings, and symbolic and ideological values of ashlar.

ASHLAR

Exploring the Materiality of Cut-Stone Masonry 
in the Eastern Mediterranean Bronze Age 

ISBN 978-2-87558-964-4 
478 p. 

69,50 euros  
PDF : 46 euros 

M. Devolder
I. Kreimerman 

(eds)

17
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In the archaeology of the Aegean Bronze Age our approaches and methods 
of analysing and interpreting pictorial images have changed throughout 
recent decades, and the questions we pose to the iconographic material 
have increased in complexity. As a consequence, the aim of this volume 
is to present an overview of current trends and individual methodological 
attempts towards arriving at an adequate understanding of Minoan, Cycladic, 
and Mycenaean iconography. Scholars active in this field of research 
have each contributed an article on a specific artistic object, an individual 
image, or a group of artefacts and their iconography, in order to illustrate 
the methodology they use in dealing with Aegean images and their wider 
context. The focus lies on the presentation of new, previously unpublished 
or neglected material from recent or old excavations, new reconstructions 
and interpretations of long-known artistic objects as well as superordinate 
pictorial subjects. 

AEGEAN ICONOGRAPHY

Current Approaches and 
New Perspectives in Aegean Iconography

ISBN 978-2-87558-968-2 
410 p. 
58,50 euros 
PDF : 39 euros

F. Blakolmer
(ed.)

18
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This collection of papers explores whether the Lévi-Straussian notion of the 
House is a valid concept in aiding the comprehension of the social structure of 
Bronze Age Aegean societies. The main question that is addressed is whether 
there was a specific social institution or definable group that, through its 
materialisation, differentiated itself from other social units, such as nuclear 
families. While little agreement was reached, the volume succeeds in stressing 
the advances made in the study of social structure of the Aegean on the basis 
of material remains. Moreover, the discussions presented demonstrate that 
the House as an analytical unit allows a better understanding of what on 
Crete has usually been called ‘the elite’ – an anonymous group of people with 
shared values and practices. It is the contention of the editors that such an 
interpretation of the basal social structure may help understand the unique 
emergence, development and character of Minoan society, as well as its 
distinctive material culture.

OIKOS

Archaeological approaches to House Societies 
in the Bronze Age Aegean

ISBN 978-2-87558-996-5
360 p. 

51 euros  
PDF : 34 euros 

M. Relaki 
J. Driessen

(eds)

19
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This volume has its origin in a similarly entitled session organised at the 24th 
Annual Meeting of the European Association of Archaeologists in Barcelona 
in 2018. The specific aim of both the session and this volume was to measure 
acceptance of, and resistance to, outside influences within Mediterranean 
coastal settlements and their immediate hinterlands, with an open time 
range, but with a particular focus on the processes not reflecting simple 
commercial routes, but taking place at an intercultural level, in situations of 
developed connectedness. Following a general discussion of the theoretical 
and long-lasting facets of the discussion on communication, and of some of 
the reasons for its unevenness, the contributions in the volume give a wide 
and stimulating view of the ongoing debate about Mediterranean interaction 
and communication. 

COMMUNICATION UNEVEN

Acceptance of and Resistance to Foreign Influences 
in the Connected Ancient Mediterranean 

ISBN 978-2-39061-087-8 
226 p. 
32,50 euros 
PDF : 22 euros

J. Driessen 
A. Vanzetti

(eds)

20
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Groupe de recherches en archéologie 
et anthropologie de Louvain 

The GRAAL-series introduces new perspectives 
into the appreciation of the human past, 
regardless of existing scholarly chronological 
or geographical divides. Through crosscultural 
approaches of materiality and social practices, 
our studies aim at showing the relevance of 
our field to present-day culture.

GRAAL

https://pul.uclouvain.be/collection/?collection_ID=110
https://pul.uclouvain.be/collection/?collection_ID=110
https://pul.uclouvain.be/collection/?collection_ID=110
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The aim of this book is to seriously engage with destruction as a phenomenon 
and how it is perceived by archaeologists, historians and philologists of 
the ancient world. Destruction remains a relatively unexplored and badly 
understood topic in archaeology and history. The term itself refers to some 
form and measurable degree of damage inflicted to an object, a system or 
a being, usually exceeding the stage during, which repair is still possible but 
most often it is examined for its impact with destructive events interpreted 
in terms of a punctuated equilibrium, extraordinary features that represent 
the end of an archaeological culture or historical phase and the beginning of 
a new one.

DESTRUCTION

Archaeological, philological and historical perspectives

ISBN 978-2-87558-124-2   
490 p. 
45 euros 
PDF : 30 euros

J. Driessen 
(ed.)

1

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100213170
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The divide that once existed between the past and the present and 
between the archaeology of distant times and that of recent ones has 
started to disappear. Excavations are now exploring 20th century sites or 
ones that are even more recent. The barriers that once compartmentalised 
the fields of history, archaeology and anthropology have begun to crumble, 
yielding a vast common space, that of the present. The resulting challenges 
to traditional methodologies have generated a silent revolution that is 
undermining the ways these disciplines dealt with the past. Will we prove 
capable of acknowledging this new state of the social sciences and act 
accordingly?

CLASHES OF TIME

The Contemporary Past as a Challenge for Archaeology

ISBN 978-2-87558-625-4  
276 p. 

33 euros  
PDF : 22 euros 

J.-M. Blessing
J. Driessen

 J.-P. Legendre
L. Olivier (eds)

2

https://pul.uclouvain.be/book/?gcoi=29303100879580
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